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In 1 Corinthians 16:10-18, Paul records some final thoughts in this letter to the 
Corinthians. In verses 13 & 14, there are five phrases recorded that encompass the 
duties of a Christian. These are not the only duties of a Christian, but are large portions 
of our work. “Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. Let all that you 
do be done in love.” (ESV) 
  
  
We are to be watchful or on the alert. There are several different items for which we 
are to watch. One being the second coming of Christ. In Mark 13:35-37, Jesus 
admonishes His disciples to stay awake! We do not want the master to find us asleep. 
Paul also warns those in Thessalonica to not sleep as others do, but to watch and be 
sober. (1 Thess. 5:6) We also look for those we might can teach. In John 4:35, Jesus 
states to lift up our eyes & see the field is white with harvest.  We have to watch for 
false teachers. (1 John 4:1) We must test them and not be taken captive. James 1:19, 
shows us to watch our speech & temper as well! 
  
Secondly, we are to stand fast in the faith. We must take a stand for the Lord in all 
ways. As Paul told those in Ephesus, we are to put on the whole armor of God. 
(Ephesians 6:11ff) We are at battle against Satan. The essentials to standing firm are 
found in the different aspects of the Christian’s armor.  Standing firm involves the truth, 
righteousness, preparation, the gospel, peace, faith, salvation, the Word of God, and 
prayer.   
  
This is how we stand firm against the devil. We need to be reminded that Paul showed 
us where the source of our strength is located. Philippians 4:1 states to stand fast in the 
Lord. In verse 13, we have the highly quoted, “I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” When we stand for Christ, who gave his life for us, we are standing for 
the One who makes us whole. 
  
Thirdly, we are to act like men. Other versions better translate this as be brave. There is 
a way in which a Christian is supposed to act. It is all apart of our spiritual growth, as we 
are looking at on Wednesday nights! Ephesians 4:14 says, “that we should no longer be 



children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting.” 1 Corinthians 13:11 shows where 
Paul said, “When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a 
child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.”  
  
We are to be growing, and not acting like newborn babes any longer. We are to be 
mature in our understanding (1 Cor. 14:20), and that involves being brave. Standing firm 
involves being brave. As Christians, we are not always well-liked, and we must continue 
to be brave for the cause of Christ. We are not to back down, or be cowardly in the 
Gospel. We are to be like Paul and preach it at all times, even when others do not wish 
to hear the words of God. 
  
Fourthly, we are to be strong. God has always expected His people to be strong. Joshua 
1:6-9 contain the phrase “Be strong & courageous” three times to Joshua. God will 
continue to remind Joshua of this phrase. Joshua could be strong as long as he 
understood that God was on his side. He did not have to be frightened, or dismayed, for 
God would be with him. That should bring us strength to understand as long as we are 
faithful to God, He is with us. 
Preachers have to be strong in teaching & in the service to the Lord. Elders must be 
strong in the duties that they provide in the kingdom. Also, every member must be 
strong in the work of the Lord. People have said many times that Christianity is not a 
spectator sport, and while that is true, it is also not for the faint-hearted. We must take 
strength and be brave in the Lord. 
  
Finally, Paul states let all that you do be done in love. This commandment sums up the 
work of a Christian. We strive to save souls because we love their souls. We strive to be 
peaceable and grow together because we love one another. We strive to live faithfully, 
because we love God for all He has done for us. Love is the main-spring of life. (1 Cor. 
13:1-3) The love of God is seen in our obedience to Christ. (John 14:15) Love must be 
real. In 1 John 3:18, we see that our love is to be in deed and truth. Love is the joint that 
holds a congregation together. Love holds any people together. I think it is very fitting 
that this appears near the end of Paul’s letter. The church at Corinth was a place where 
a lot of opinions existed, and at times division over them. Paul sums his letter with this 
idea of let everything be done in love. If we apply that rule to our dealings with people, 
and they do the same, how better would this world be?  –CW  
 


